The Unthinkable Happens:
Why "Show Stop" is Non-
Negotiable

Every live event carries risk. The difference between chaos and safety is
having the courage — and the protocol — to act decisively when it
matters most.



The Cost of Hesitation: When Seconds Turn into

Catastrophe

Sudden Severe Weather

High winds can turn stage structures into projectiles.
Lightning poses an immediate, lethal threat to
performers and audiences alike.

&3 Unsafe Crowd Conditions

Crowd surges, stampedes, or dangerous behaviour can
escalate to serious injuries or fatalities in seconds.

& Fire Emergencies

Rapidly spreading flames can engulf venues within
minutes, leaving little time to evacuate thousands of
attendees safely.

#1 Structural Failures

Stage collapses or equipment malfunctions can cause
devastating, irreversible harm with no warning.

@ The Showstop(R) Procedure is a proven, formalised, predefined and robust process that enables a swift response to
an imminent or immediate threat to life safety during a live performance or sporting event. —

showstopprocedure.com



Safequarding Every Stakeholder: The Power of a
Defined Protocol
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Clear Communication

A pre-planned procedure ensures consistent, trusted
messaging reaches performers, staff, and the public
simultaneously — eliminating dangerous ambiguity.

Defined Roles & Authority

Knowing who makes the call and who manages
specific zones prevents confusion, delays, and
conflicting instructions on the ground.

Minimised Risk

A controlled Show Pause or Stop allows for measured
intervention, preventing situations from escalating
into potential tragedy.

Legal & Ethical Duty

A robust protocol demonstrates an organisation's
commitment to duty of care and provides critical
protection against future legal scrutiny.



